ACC purchase of 87 acres in Bastrop for $3.1 million
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Where does the money come
from to fund the campaigns that
are for building new schools in our
area? Is it individuals who want a
new school in their district? No.

The campaign to bring ACC
to Bastrop had raised $8000 as
of January when the report was
filed. These funds came from the
following:

Bastrop Chamber of Commerce $5,000
American Constructors, Inc. $2,500

and $500 from two families - one
of whom is a co-chair of Bastrop
County Friends of Higher Education,
the PAC running the campaign.

In past school bond elections
the funds “for the school” came
almost entirely from construction
companies, architects, realtors,
engineers and the investment
broker that would handle the bonds.
Most were from out of town. Less
than $700 came from individuals.

Tactics have been used by the

“for the school” side to intimidate

individuals

against.

Remember that’s why we have
elections - some people are for and
some against. When those against
are told that their business will
be boycotted, threats are made by
phone of harm to individuals, signs
are stolen, we should stop and

think  why.
Perhaps
it's because
those that
want the
schools
think they
will make
money
from the

construction of the schools.

In

the end, it is your tax money that
foots the bill and pays those out-

of-town contractors,

engineers,

architects and others involved in
the construction of the buildings.

Do you REALLY want Austin
telling you what you can do
with your money?

Take a look at that map. Up
until now if we didn’t like what
our school district, city or county
officials were doing, we simply
voted them out of office or voted
down their bond proposition. If
we are annexed by ACC, the voters
in AUSTIN will have the majority
of the vote. It won’'t matter what
we want - whether or not we like
the Board of ACC or that new tax it
wants to pass. AUSTIN will easily be
able to pass what it wants and the
rest of the ACC districts will have
to go along with it. That in itself
should be enough to vote against
this measure. There are other
reasons and other alternatives, so
let’s take a look at them.

Can Bastrop ISD afford ACC?

Bastrop taxpayers are fed up
with high taxes! Bastrop County, a
relatively poor county, has the 12th
highest taxes in Texas as a percent
of income.

Bastrop ISD has the highest tax
rate of any service area or taxing
district of ACC at $1.481. The taxes
paid by those living in the city limits
of Bastrop totals $2.6542 per $100
evaluation. On that $150,000 home,
your property taxes are already in
the range of $3,500.

The ACC annexation will add
$.0946 to that. While ACC states
that its tax rate is capped at $.09
and the balance is to pay off bonds,
it can go higher if the voters agree.
By law the tax on both the budget
and bond payoff can go as high as $1
per $100 valuation.



What is ACC’s graduation rate?

ACC states on its website that
it has a 4% graduation rate. www.
american-school-search.com states
in its review of ACC, its “student
retention rate is very low at 48%
(way below Texas average). Taking
this statistic into consideration,
apparently students do not seem to
enjoy their stay at this school. The
graduation rate at ACC is very low
- 3%. Nearly 40% of the school’s
undergraduate students transfer to
other colleges.”

Most Community College

Students Never Graduate
by Brian Thevenot

February 2, 2010
www.texastribune.org

As it recruits students, Austin
Community College makes pitches
similar to those of two-year schools
statewide, which now educate more
than half of Texas collegians. ACC’s
slogan — “Start here. Get there” —
implores students to take advantage
of its inexpensive and flexible course
offerings before moving on to get
their university degree.

“Texas community colleges enroll
54 percent of the state’s college
students, 75 percent of freshmen
and sophomores, and 78 percent

of all Texas minority students,’
the school’s website reads. “ACC
transfer students excel, doing as
well as or better than students who
begin at a four-year university.”
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Absent from that portrait are
graduation rates that paint a bleak
picture of community college
achievement at ACC and statewide:
Most students who start there, in
fact, get nowhere, atleastin terms of
a degree or professional certificate.
The majority of students don’t
transfer at all, and only 15 percent
who start community college full-
time go on to earn four-year degrees
within six years, according to the
latest available state data tracking
full-time students over the long-
term. Even fewer earn two-year
degrees from two-year colleges: just
11 percent statewide. An additional
5 percent earned professional
certificates in vocations that range
from nursing to welding.

So all told, just three out of
10 full-time community college
students end up with any credential
after six years. And that figure
doesn’t include tens of thousands of
part-time students — the majority
at many campuses — who experts
say are even less likely to finish.

2008 Central Texas Combined Taxes
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How do Bastrop taxes compare
to others in our area?

Not only are we among the highest
taxed but our district is probably
among the least able to afford it.
Many request that appraisals on their
homes be lowered - not because they
think they’'ve actually dropped in
value butbecause they can’t afford the
taxes. And we're looking at allowing
Austin to add to them each time ACC
asks for a rate increase!

According to the demographics on
the ACCwebsite, 59.9% ofthe students
at Bastrop ISD are “economically
disadvantaged” as of 2008-09. That’s
up 11.6% from 2003-04.

If the ACC annexation passes, poor
Bastrop County, which ranks 54th of
254 counties in terms of population,
will suffer under the 10th highest
taxes in Texas (as percent of income).
This would place our county in a tie
with Harris County (Houston) a city
with a population of 4 million. Does
this make sense to you?”

More Questions....

Why has ACC purchased land in
both Bastrop and Elgin? Does it plan
to have one campus just 16 miles from
another? Thatland will be taken off the
tax rolls. What will it do with the land if
the annexation fails in November?

In this day of many classes held via
the internet including at ACC, do we
need a campus of 87 acres and the
accompanying cost of buildings on this
campus as well as all the others that
ACC has purchased the land for - 98
acres in Elgin, 100 acres in Leander,
96 acres in Kyle, as well as land in San
Marcos, 18 acres and Dillard’s building
in Austin, and a half acre to expand its
Rio Grande Campus - all totaling $35
million? ACC approved a $235 million
budget for 2010-2011.

Doweneed 87 acres foracampusthat
will only offer core classes? Students
will still have to drive to Austin for
many of their classes. Will the low
income families this is supposed to
help be able to afford that?

What do you think?



What happens to our area if tax
rates are increased?

People moving to the area look
to see what the tax rates are. If our
rates are higher than another area,
they won’t come here. This will have
the effect of depressing our economy.
If you live within the city limits of
Bastrop, you need to know that the
new City Hall will add to your tax rate.
New electric utility improvements
by the City will be paid for by higher

Living in the Bastrop area may
be cheaper than living in Austin,
so people move here and work in
Austin.

When prospective residents
look at the tax rate in Bastrop and
in other areas, the chance of their
moving here becomes far less as our
tax rates go up.

As there are far more voters in
the Austin area than Bastrop ISD,
when ACC puts a bond proposition

utility bills with Bastrop
Power and Light.
We're already facing
higher taxes the federal
government is placing on
us. Do you really want to
add another tax on top
of what we are already
paying? Remember we
already pay some of the
highest taxes in the state!

Is this all about
money? Not at all

However, when you look
at the taxes we already
pay, what will be added to that tax bill
and the benefits derived from it, the
benefits simply don’t add up.

Fewer people moving here will
mean a lower economy as well as
fewer students in Bastrop ISD. It
also means that families that can no
longer pay the higher taxes - whether
property taxes as owners of homes or
renters who pay higher rent to cover
the taxes - will be leaving our area.

If we keep taxes low enough that
our residents can pay them, along
with other budget items, they will
continue to live here. If any of these
becomes too great, they will leave.

High taxes are a barrier to Bastrop’s growth

or tax rate increase on the ballot,
it will be the Austin voters that
make the decision. If we look at the
possibility that the tax rate goes up
to $.18 or $.20 per hundred, we will
be sending about $4 million a year
to ACC.

Do we really have the economy
to support that - or the students to
make it worth it?

How does this translate to
Bastrop?

In 2008 there were 54 graduate
students who went to ACC. Students
at Bastrop high schools can get most,
if not all, of their freshman year ACC
classes while juniors and seniors.
Thatleaves one year of junior college.

With a 4% graduation rate, that
means that 2 of those students
probably graduated. Assuming a
student took a full course for one
year, we're told by ACC that “a
household with a regular homestead
exemption saves the equivalent of
27 years worth of property taxes
imposed on a typical Bastrop county
homestead.” (Their emphasis)

The flaw in that logic is that
the “typical household” is going to
pay more in taxes over the next 27
years, so one way or another those
two families are paying - and will
continue to pay from now on. If
those two parents had paid for their
students’ tuition, they’d be through
with paying.

Meanwhile every household in
the district will continue to pay year
after year after year - even if there
are no students from Bastrop ISD
attending ACC. That’s a loss of over
$2 million a year of our tax money
going to Austin.
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Students who are “disadvantaged”
can get Pell Grants, other grants,
loans, and work part time to pay
their way through college. Most of us
have done that - or our children have.

As a senior citizen what do you
need to know?

ACC gives exemptions to those
that have senior or disabled
homestead. Currently this exemption
is $110,000, which means if your
property appraises at or below
$110,000, you’ll pay no property
tax to ACC. For a regular homestead
there is a $5,000 exemption.
Business have none. As a business
simply passes its taxes along to
the consumer, residents will also
be paying the property tax for that
business in higher prices.

This also does not mean that
the exemptions will stay as they
are. ACC is already requesting that
any exemption they’ve offered on
historical homes be lifted as they
need the additional money.

While as a senior or disabled
citizen, you pay little in taxes to ACC,
you also need to know that by voting
for this annexation, you'll be voting
for an additional tax on every family
in this Bastrop ISD area. Can they
afford that additional tax?

Will ACC raise its tuition and/
or tax rate?

[t raised its tuition this year, so we
know the answer to that question.
Will it raise the tax rate? Voters will
have to vote on that but with less and
less state revenue going to schools
and the increase in campuses that
ACC is actively pursuing with the
accompanying costs, it is difficult
to see how the tax rate can stay
the same. It may also remove some
exemptions to bring in tax revenue.



Are there more economical
alternatives?

Yes. An outstanding example is
the Taylor Center in Williamson
County,justnorth of Elgin. The Taylor
Center, which is in the Temple Junior
College area, consists of a converted
HEB store of approximately 28,000
square feet (about an acre with
parking) and serves 800 students.
Four colleges offer courses at the
Taylor Center. Many Bastrop County
students travel to the Taylor Center.
Taylor has been successful with a
converted supermarket. Why does
Bastrop ISD need an 87 acre, multi-
million dollar campus?

Note that Taylor, TX, is not in any
junior college service center so it is
free to look at alternatives. This also
means there are NO property taxes
involved.

What about in the Bastrop-Elgin
area?

Ample space exists in the existing
Bastrop County high school facilities
in Bastrop, Cedar Creek and Elgin for
the foreseeable level of college level
courses. Perhaps some of the empty
buildings in Bastrop or Elgin could
be converted. For the $6+ million
dollars ACC spent on the 185 acres
it purchased in Bastrop and Elgin, it
could have saved a lot of money by
using only a small part of that to fix
up an existing building.

The alternatives are limitless.
We just need time to explore them
rather than having one pushed at us.

Are Brick and Mortar Campuses
Obsolete?

Many Bastrop students are
successfully pursuing degrees using
online education due to relative
convenience and cost effectiveness.
Literally hundreds of American
colleges and universities now offer
“distance  education  programs”
including local junior colleges such as
Temple Junior College, Blinn College
and even ACC. The most prestigious
universities such as the University
of Texas, MIT and Harvard offer
comprehensive distance education
alternatives. Frankly speaking, a
brick and mortar campus is no
longer necessary! Moreover, as
cost disparities among education
alternatives  increase, expensive
brick and mortar facilities may
become under utilized and a financial
albatross around the neck of host
communities.

Are we “against” progress,
education, the children?

Not at all. If you look at all sides of
the issue, decide that bringing ACC to
Bastrop ISD isn’t what is needed for
our community, various charges will
be leveled at you.

You'll be told that the case for
bringing ACC here is compelling. Let’s
look at some of the reasons and why
they may not be as compelling as we
are told:

1. To be competitive in the Central
Texas economy of tomorrow, Bastrop
County residents must improve their
skills and ability to adapt to changing
work environments. That certainly
makes sense but do we need to
spend millions of dollars every year
to bring ACC to Bastrop? With so
many colleges within short driving
distances and the alternatives
available to Bastrop citizens, perhaps
we need to look at alternatives first.

2. One tool available is ACC - one
of Texas “Top 10 Colleges” in terms
of value for the consumer dollar. In
terms of tuition, this may be true.
However in terms of tax dollars, this
is definitely not. More than $2 million
a year from taxpayers is not value for
the dollar with so few from Bastrop
attending ACC and its graduation
rate.

3. Such a local college could not
only meet the needs of many first and
second-year college students, it could
also serve as a platform for one or
more area universities that might
offer baccalaureate and graduate
level courses in the County. Taylor,
TX, has already made arrangements
to bring area universities to its area
- without the tax money we’ll be
obligated to pay. Perhaps we too can
do without the expense of ACC and
look at Taylor’s example.

4. While ACC is building the
new college campus, local students
who attend any of ACC’s campuses
would immediately enjoy the much
lower tuition rates that are charged
residents of the ACC district. While the
students are enjoying the in-district
tuition rate, the rest of the taxpayers

in the district will be paying higher
taxes to pay for that building - as well
as the buildings ACC intends to build
in all the other service areas it hopes
to annex in November.

5. Once the new campus is available,
it is estimated that the savings in
tuition and fees paid by Bastrop
County students of ACC will more than
offset the additional property taxes
that will be levied to support the new
campus. It isn’t known who estimates
those numbers but the logic is a
stretch. The taxes
levied at the currant
rate will total more =
than $2 million a \
year. To build all the
campuses ACC states
it will build, pay for
furniture, fixtures, supplies, and hire
staff is definitely going to raise taxes.
Thebudgetfor ACCis only balanced by
annexing new service areas to bring
in tax revenue. It has aggressively
reached out for annexation to the
extent that it has a 50 page manual
on its website explaining exactly how
to go about the petition and election
process.

6. ACC has indicated that it will
intensify educational outreach efforts
with Bastrop County’s several school
districts by providing the districts with
“college counselors” who would work
with the school personnel to better help
students prepare for all that is involved
in obtaining a college education. ACC
has been on the campus of Bastrop
ISD since 2004 doing exactly this. Do
we have to pay more than $2 million a
year for benefits the students already
receive?




